The Nature of God
Omnipresence

Theological Studies

Introduction|

| Define the “omnipresence of God”. I

The omnipresence of God is the attribute or characteristic of our Lord by which
He fills the universe, with all of it's parts, with His presence. Not just a part of
God, but His entire being is everywhere at the same time as He desires. The
characteristic of omnipresence is present in all members of the Trinity, Father,
Son, and Spirit.

The omnipresence doctrine is not to be confused with deism, an ancient oriental
belief that there is a "god of the trees", a "god of the rocks", a "god of the river",
and so on. God isn't separated into parts, nor are there numerous gods in Heaven
each inhabiting a different reality on earth. Each member of the Trinity can, if they
so desire, be anywhere or everywhere, though the Godhead is forced no where.

Everywhere He Wants to Be Simultaneousl
Psalms 139:2-13 "Thou knowest (YADA = TO PERCEIVE, KNOW FOR A
CERTAINTY) my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest (BIYN =
STUDY) my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and
art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O
LORD, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid
thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot
attain unto it. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? (RUWACH = SPIRIT. A
REFERENCE TO THE SPIRIT OF GOD, WHICH IS EVERYWHERE) or
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if
[ make my bed in hell, (SHEOL = THE UNDERWORLD, REALM OF THE
DEAD, GRAVE) behold, thou art there. If I take (NASA = RAISE, LIFT UP,
BEAR UP, CARRY OFF, TAKE OFF) the wings of the morning, and dwell
(SHAKAN = RESIDE, SETTLE DOWN, REST) in the uttermost parts of the sea;
Even there shall thy hand lead (NACHAH = TO GUIDE OR LEAD.



ORIGINALLY USED OF LEADING TROOPS INTO BATTLE) me, and thy
right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the
night shall be light about me.Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night
shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast
possessed my reins: (KILYAH = KIDNEY'S, REINS, USED IN SCRIPTURE TO
REFER TO THE EMOTIONAL SIDE OF MANKIND) thou hast covered me in
my mother's womb."

The key to understanding the omnipresence of God is that He is everywhere

He wants to be, simultaneously, and without limitation.

God is not a man, limited by a body, tied to one spot or even one time period. God
in reality is a Spirit:

John 4:24 "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth."

Though He is referred to in the Scriptures (and even in our writings) in often
human terms, God possesses no body, nor any temporal fixture.

God possessed no body until He willingly assumed humanity in order to make
payment for our sins. God the Son:

Philippians 2:7-8 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: {8} And
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

When the scripture speaks of "God's hands", "God's face", etc, these are
anthropomorphisms, terms used to humanize God so as to make Him more
understandable to the readers. The site “Experiencing Grace'” states:

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, an anthropomorphism is an
"ascription of human form and attributes to the Deity.""' 1In a very strict
way anthropomorphism was used to describe those who taught that God had
a form or body like man's. There is another similar term called
ANTHROPOPATHY. The Oxford English Dictionary says;
""Anthropopathy: Ascription of human feelings and passions to the Deity.
In some writings anthropomorphism is also used to describe the metaphors
that imply human likeness, characteristics, and emotions. Thus in many

" (2]

1 http://www.experiencegrace.com/Anthropomorphisms.html
[1] The Compact Edition of The Oxford English Dictionary (Glasgow: Oxford University Press, (1977)
[2] Loc. cit.



cases, and in this essay, anthropomorphism and anthropopathy are used
interchangeably.

The Bible often describes God using anthropomorphisms. What is this?

God has no more a body than He has feathers, an interpretation you could easily
make if you literalized the following verse:

Psalms 91:1-4 "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and
my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the
snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his

feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and
buckler."

But of course, you know God is not a great bird, and has no actual form as we
understand form. The use of the anthropomorphism of feathers is to give us an
illustration — as it were — of the love that a mother bird has for her young. God
loves and covers those whom He loves — this is the point!

Being a Spirit God is able to immediately be anywhere and everywhere He wants
to be, not constrained by time or environment. We often wrongly assign this
attribute of God, omnipresence, to Satan. This is stupid! Satan is a created being,
and as created he is tied to both time and place just as humans (and all creation)
are. Only God, the Creator, possesses omnipresence, all others are limited and
finite.

| Does Satan have the ability to be omnipresent? Why or why not? I

God's Omnipresence makes it Impossible to Hide Sin From Him

Jeremiah 23:23-26 "Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do
not I fill heaven (SHAMAYIM = THE LOFTY, THE HIGH, THE HEAVENS)
and earth? saith the LORD. I have heard what the prophets said, (AMAR =
PREACHED FORCEFULLY) that prophesy lies in my name, saying, I have
dreamed, I have dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that
prophesy lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;"

As God is omnipresence, our understanding of this attribute has practical
applications for all Christians. I can sin and hide that sin from my wife, my
children, my pastor, my parents, from everyone who is close to me. I can



convincingly lie to everyone I know, and promote that lie so that all who know me
think it be the truth. I can commit the deepest and darkest evils in a closed room
and no one human will ever know. But God knows! The same God who
immediately and clearly hears the prayers of ten million Christians simultaneously
1s the same God who immediately witnesses every dark deed that we do at the
moment we do it. You cannot hide sin from God. You can pretend you didn't do it,
you can ignore God's gentle warnings and pleading to return to your first Love,
you can so harden your conscience that you no longer care that you sinned, but
you will never hide that sin from God. Think on this the next time you cheat on
your taxes, when you back-stab someone with vile gossip, when you wander with
your eyes and lust after another woman. God has seen and He knows.

ipresence Of God Answers The Old Question “What About
Those Who Never Heard of Jesus?”

Acts 17:24-26, 27-28 "God that made the world (KOSMOS = WORLD ORDER)
and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord (KURIOS = LORD, MASTER) of
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped
with men's (ANTHROPOS = GENERIC TERM FOR MANKIND. SENSE = NO
ONE SERVES GOD BECAUSE HE NEEDS THE SERVICE) hands, as though
he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And
hath'made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined (HORIZO = MARKED OFF BOUNDARIES OR SET
LIMITATIONS ON. AN EXPRESSION OF GOD'S OMNIPOTENCE) the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the
Lord, if haply (ARA, PARTICLE OF CONCLUSION = PERHAPS,
THEREFORE) they might feel after him, (PSELAPHAO, OPTATIVE MOOD =
MIGHT SEARCH FOR EXPERIENTIALLY, SEEK SO AS TO FIND) and find
(HEURISKO = MIGHT FIND, PERCEIVE, OR OBTAIN HIM) him, though he
be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, (ZAO = HAVE A
FUNCTION OF LIFE) and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own
poets have said, For we are also his offspring."

Whenever I preach or teach the doctrine of Hell, I am inevitably accosted with the
question "What about those who never heard the Gospel?". This question is rarely
asked by a brother or sister in Christ who is honestly seeking a Biblical answer,
but is usually asked by those who have an objection to the aforementioned
doctrine.

Is it possible for a person to seek God and not find Him? Is it possible for
someone to go to hell because they have not heard about Jesus?

I am, and remain firmly, convinced that there is no one who dies who was not at



least ONCE presented the Gospel of Jesus Christ IF THEY WERE SEEKING
GOD. God in His omnipresence is everywhere, and in His being is the very
embodiment of perfect love and justice. Knowing that man could not work his
way out of the hole Adam dug for us, God provided His dear Son to be a sacrifice
for us all. Not just for the white man, nor just for the black, but for all races and
cultures of mankind. Being omnipresent God is able to see when anyone comes to
that point in their life when they begin to seek His Face, and at that time God (in
His omnipotence) is able to put just the right agent near that person to present the
gospel message.

Years ago I read a story, and as I grow older my memory (embarrassingly) fails
me somewhat. I remember the general details of the story, which was true, but not
the names or places associated with the same. So you can either believe that I tell
you this in truth, or disbelieve it and move on. It seems there was a young African
man who was the son of the local Chief. In this region of Africa, when two
warring tribes were so closely matched in strength as to make the outcome of the
battle a terrible waste of life for both sides, often an exchange was made between
the two chiefs. This was the case in this instance. Both chiefs declared an uneasy
peace, and to seal the bargain traded their firstborn children to each other.

The young man in question was traded out of the life he knew and loved, and into
a strange tribe with ways extremely different from any that he had ever known.
The man decided to run away, and try to reunite with his family. One night he did
just that, but in the process of running away became horribly lost in the wildest
jungles of Africa. For days he wandered, lost and undone, without food or water.
Finally he reached the end of his rope, sat down, and waited for death.

As he waited for death the man began to study'the trees around him, the design so
evident in every leaf and flower. As he studied these things it occurred to him that
there had to be more to life, that there had to be a God who loved him, that would
help him out of this mess he was in. The man began to haltingly pray, not knowing
who he was praying to, but knowing that a Creator was listening to his pleas. The
man got up and began to walk with purpose, and in a few more hours walked into
a clearing occupied by a Christian missionary. The missionary fed him, cleaned
him up, bandaged his wounds, and told him about Jesus. This same young man
accepted Christ as Saviour that day, and went on to spread the Gospel message to
his whole tribe.

Do I believe this story to be true? Yes, absolutely! For years I sat in the "jungle"
of this world, lost and without Christ. I was rebellious to my parents and to all
forms of authority. The night [ went to Church (and was subsequently saved) I
went, not to hear the Gospel message, but to ridicule all the goody-goody
Christians (who were, in my mind, pansy-waists and worse). The invitational
hymn came and went, and still I refused to believe. Just before the service fully
ended, one brave Pastor stood up front and said: "There's someone in the audience



who needs Jesus, who will die in his sins if he leaves this place unrepentant". At
that moment I felt a touch on my right shoulder, turned around, and no one was
there. Again the Pastor made the same statement, again I felt the touch of no one
who was indeed Someone. A third time the statement was made, a third time I felt
God's touch, and I was on my way to the front to confess Jesus as my Saviour! Do
I believe that God in His omnipresence will make Himself known to every man,
woman, and child prior to their deaths? Absolutely, because He made Himself
known to me. You can also refer to our study of Heathenism, by clicking the link,
which shows further scriptural and historical proofs that drive this point home.
Please remember to click the BACK button of your browser to return here,
though!

No House of Worship, or Any Place, Can Contain God

2 Chronicles 6:18 "But will God in very deed (UMNAN, INTEROGGATIVE OF
DOUBT = INDEED? WILL HE NOW?) dwell with men on the earth? behold,
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannet contain (KUWL =KEEPIN ALL OF,
HOLD IN, RECEIVE FULLY) thee; how much less this house which I have
built!"

2 Chronicles 2:6 "But who is able to build him an house, seeing the heaven and
heaven of heavens cannot contain (KUWL = KEEP IN ALL OF, HOLD IN,

RECEIVE FULLY) him? who am I then, that I should build him an house, save
only to burn sacrifice before him?"

1 Kings 8:27 "But will God indeed (UMNAN, INTEROGGATIVE OF DOUBT =
INDEED? WILL HE NOW?) dwell on the'earth? behold, the heaven and heaven
of heavens cannot contain (KUWL = KEEP IN ALL OF, HOLD IN, RECEIVE
FULLY) thee; how much less this house that I have builded?"

Being humans, we like to compartmentalize things to make them easier to
understand. When we go to Church on Sunday we like to think that we are going
to God's house, that this place is holy ground, and that we must keep the devil out
of this place. These are nice sentiments, and [ am a strong believer in going to
Church. The Bible teaches that we are to regularly fellowship together, and that all
spiritual gifts given to us by God the Holy Spirit are only operational while in this
Fellowship. (See also The Spiritual Gifts, but as before please remember to click
the BACK button of your browser to return here, though!) We want our Churches
to be nice, clean, wholesome places both to honor God and to give us a place of
refuge together in this evil world. Remember, though, that your Church is not
actually God's House. He occupies any place where two or more of you gather
together for regular fellowship, as Jesus said:

Matthew 18:20 " For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
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am I in the midst of them."

God does not dwell in one place, as a man must, but dwells everywhere
simultaneously. Your Church can no more contain God than did that glorious
Temple which Solomon created. No need to censor yourself, or change the name
of your Church to "The Chapel" as so many others have. Just realize that God in
His omnipresence is not contained in just your Church, but dwells in all Churches
where Christ is worshiped simultaneously, and also in the heavens, as well as in
the farthest reaches of civilization whether on earth or in the universe. Our God is
that Mighty!

The Invisible Omnipresent God Became Visible
In The Person of Jesus Christ

John 1:14, 18 "And the Word was made (GINOMAI = BECAME SOMETHING
HE WAS NOT BEFORE) flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory,
(DOXZA = GLORY. REFERS TO THE DIVINE ESSENCE OF GOD) the glory
as of the only begotten (MONOGENES = THE UNIQUE ON OF THE FAMILY)
of the Father,) full (PLERES = FULL, ABUNDANT WITH, PERFECTLY FULL
OF) of grace (CHARIS = THE FREE GIFT) and truth. (ALETHIA = DIVINE
TRUTH) No man hath seen (HORAO = HAS HAD A PANORAMIC VIEW OF,
SEEN FULLY, HAD A BODILY VISION OF) God at any time, the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
(EXEGEOMAI = HAS BROUGHT OUT, DECLARED THOROUGHLY AND
COMPLETELY, HAS UNFOLDED THROUGH EXEGETIC TEACHING) him."

| What does the theological term “hypostatic union” mean? I

The hypostatic union is a theological term that refers to the unique person of Jesus
Christ. Christ was and will always be fully man (and yet without sin) while also
fully God. As fully man Christ's human spirit is contained within a body (just as
we are), and can be seen with human eyes (just as we can be seen). As fully God
Christ can project Himself, in full awareness, everywhere He wants to be
simultaneously. His operational Deity is not tied to His human frame, but is as
fully immense as the attributes possessed by both Father and Spirit. When we get
to Heaven we will see neither Father nor Spirit sitting down, nor will we ever be
able to "sit down at their feet". But we will see our Jesus, sitting on His Throne,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel, judging our past works for reward (or no
reward), and judging the unrepentant damned. In Jesus we have our mediator, one
we can easily see and speak to, one who will stand (in human form) for us in the
end times. He 1s the visible member of the Godhead, and our Saviour. (You can
study more about the Hypostatic Union by clicking on this link, but as before
please remember to click the BACK button of your browser to return here,
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