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FOCAL Read Responsively Luke 16:19-23  There was a 
certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, and fared sumptuously every day:  (20)  And there 
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at 
his gate, full of sores,  (21)  And desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.  (22)  And 
it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man 
also died, and was buried;  (23)  And in hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Opening Illustration Each of us have an address, a 
place where we live. This address may change because 
you move, or may change because the roads are renamed 
by the government. The first time I tried to find my 
house at night in the dark I was using my GPS, the 
Global Positioning System. I missed my turn because the 
GPS has my road listed as "Creek Bend Lane" and not 
"Walter Ridge Drive". My road was obviously – at some 
point – renamed. When Sherry and I were in Tennessee 
the local Church met in a building on the corner of Rock 
Hill and Tom's Road. "Tom's Road" was actually named 
by a child many years ago. When the surveyors were 
mapping that area this particular gravel road had no 
posted name. One of the surveyors asked a little girl 
what the road was, and she responded "It's Tom's Road", 
because her little friend Tommy lived on that road. 
Hence it became "Tom's Road". 

Just as you have a physical address – a place where you 
live and receive your mail – one day you will have an 
eternal address. Just as you choose your earthly address 



you have or will choose your eternal address. Your 
eternal address is not on this earth. It is not the Grave, 
not the Graveyard, though many people think this – 
based on what you see written on tombstones. 

In the Old Chapel Hill Cemetery, a graveyard located on 
the campus of the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill one of the tombstones reads:

I was Carolina Born 
and Carolina bred 

and here I lay 
Carolina dead! 

Somebody wrote in to Reader's Digest, saying they came 
across a grave quite overgrown with grass. On the 
tombstone was written:

Pause, stranger, when you pass me by,
For as you are, so once was I.
As I am now, so you will be.

Prepare to die, and follow me.
Scratched underneath these words somebody had 
written: 

To follow you I'm not content
Until I know which way you went! 

Everyone has an address, a place they will go following 
this life – and it is not in the graveyard. Most Americans 
believe in Heaven, but only a hand full believe that there 
is a Hell.  Of those who believe there is a Hell, only a 
few believe they are going there. Pastor Greg Laurie 
stated that "For every American who believes they are 

going to Hell, there are 120 who believe they're going 
to Heaven". 

This is in direct contrast to what the Lord Jesus Christ 
taught. Jesus said that:

Matthew 7:13-14  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat:  (14)  Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow 
[is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it.

The Gate to Hell is wide and broad, and many will go 
there. The Gate to Heaven, on the other hand, is strait – 
filled with obstacles – and narrow. Sadly, most people 
are headed to Hell, and do not even know it. People use 
“Hell” as a curse in order  to punctuate or emphasize a 
sentence. But Hell is more than a punctuation, or an 
imaginary place. Hell is a real place. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ spoke more about Hell than any other New 
Testament writer. 

Jesus talks about Hell in our focal text today. He talks 
about two people – I believe, very real people. Some 
people have thought that this text we are reading is a 
parable, a fictional story used to illustrate a Bible truth. 
Jesus often used parables when He preached. Our text 
today is not a parable. When Jesus spoke in parables it 
was usually introduced as a “parable” (see Matthew 
13:18, 24, 31, 33, et al).  Furthermore, when Jesus spoke 
in parables He never used names. Today we see “a 
certain rich man” and “Lazarus” in our text. This is a 



true story. It is a look behind the scenes at what happens 
when we die. Let's look at our text.

 1. Who Goes To Hell? 

Who really goes to Hell, and who goes to Heaven? What 
we as humans think about this must be very amusing to 
God. Some people think that your eternal address will be 
based on how good you were in this life. Did you help 
little old ladies cross the road. Were you a good Boy 
Scout or Girl Scout? Did you give some of your money 
to help the poor? Did you go to Church? Were you a 
nice person? Then we automatically think that this 
person will go to Heaven when they die. Sometimes we 
think people will go to Heaven because they were 
miserable in this life. If somebody has had hard knocks 
in this life, has been poor, has suffered, then surely their 
next life will be better. They will go to Heaven. If 
someone has had a great life, with great riches, and have 
been born with a silver spoon in their mouth but stingy 
with what they have, with what they have given to the 
poor, then these people will go to Hell. Or people who - 
like Hitler, Stalin, or Mussolini - killed many people. 
They are going to Hell. The so called Serial Killers are 
going to Hell, people like Ted Bundy or Charles Manson. 
Oh, they'll be in Hell. In fact, if Hell were populated 
based on our opinions, the woman who cut us off in 
traffic, the boyfriend who dumped you, and anybody not  
like me would be in hell. 

That's not what Jesus taught. Who goes to Hell, and who 
goes to Heaven? Look at your text. We see two men with 
two different stations in life.  We read:

FOCAL Luke 16:19-21  There was a certain rich 
man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day:  (20)  And there was a 
certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of sores,  (21)  And desiring to be fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

There is a certain rich man, a man who was very well 
off, and a beggar named Lazarus. This is the first clue 
as to who goes to Heaven and who goes to Hell. Look at  
their names. There is a beggar named Lazarus. He has 
a name. He is known to God. God knows his name! Why 
does God know Lazarus' name? Look in verse 22:

FOCAL Luke 16:22 .... the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom ...

What good deeds did the beggar Lazarus do? Did he go 
to Church? Did he give to the poor? What did he have to 
give? Absolutely nothing. This man had nothing. 

Lazarus had one thing that the rich man didn't have: he 
had faith in God. We know this because of where he 
was taken when he died. 

The Lord said "the beggar .... was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom". Why is that significant? 
The Bible tells us that Abraham is the Father of Faith in 
God. Abraham - originally named Abram - was a man 
who lived in ancient Babylon, a place called Ur of the 
Chaldees (Genesis 11:28). God came to Abram one day 
and said to him:



Genesis 12:1-4  .... Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a 
land that I will shew thee:  (2)  And I will make of 
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  (3) 
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.  (4)  So Abram departed, as the 
LORD had spoken unto him .....

Abraham was a man who heard God. He had a 
relationship with the Lord by faith. The Bible tells us 
that:

James 2:23  ... Abraham believed God, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was 
called the Friend of God.

Abraham had faith in God. He was the friend of God. 
God called him, and Abraham moved. Abraham trusted 
in the Lord, and the Lord counted his trust as 
righteousness. 

An interesting thing about this is that Abraham was a 
rich man. He didn't have any children, and was trusting 
the Lord to give him children. But Abraham had a great  
deal of the riches of this world. If you read Genesis 13 
you will see that Abraham had so much livestock that he 
could not dwell on the same range as his nephew Lot. 

Abraham - though he had been rich in the wealth of 
this world - was in Heaven because he knew the Lord  

by faith. The beggar Lazarus - though he had nothing 
in this life in the way of material goods - went to 
Abraham's bosom because he, too, knew the Lord by  
faith. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ told the unbelieving Pharisees:

John 8:42-44  Jesus said unto them, If God were your 
Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and 
came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent 
me.  (43)  Why do ye not understand my speech? 
[even] because ye cannot hear my word.  (44)  Ye are 
of [your] father the devil, and the lusts of your father 
ye will do....

This angered the Pharisees. Yet Jesus went on to tell 
them:

John 8:56  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day: and he saw [it], and was glad. 

God called Abraham to salvation, and Abraham was 
saved by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. Abraham 
is therefore the Father of all who believe. He is the 
pattern on faith and of the faithful. 

Abraham believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and was 
saved. Abraham - though rich - followed the Lord by 
faith in this life, and went to Heaven upon his death. 
The beggar Lazarus also went to Heaven - to 
Abraham's embrace - because he believed in Jesus.



The Bible says:

Proverbs 22:2  The rich and poor meet together: the 
LORD [is] the maker of them all.

God makes both the rich and the poor. Some people are 
born to riches. Others are born poor, and rise to riches. In 
a Forbes Magazine article dated June 26, 2007 we read:

"Almost two-thirds of the world's 946 billionaires 
made their fortunes from scratch, relying on grit and 
determination, and not good genes. Fifty of these self-
made tycoons are college or high school dropouts. 
The most famous billionaire dropout is Microsoft's 
Bill Gates, who finally got his honorary degree from 
Harvard University in June {2007}, 30 years after 
quitting the prestigious school to sell software."

Abraham was a rich man who went to Heaven, and 
Lazarus was a poor man who went to Heaven, to exactly 
the same place as Abraham was. But the rich man in 
Christ's story went to Hell. 

FOCAL Luke 16:22-23 .... the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich 
man also died, and was buried;  (23)  And in hell he 
lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham 
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

The rich man - a man who was nameless because he  
did not know the Lord, nor did he want to know the  
Lord in this life - lifted up his eyes in Hell, being in 
torments. The rich man lived a life devoid of God, 

and went to an afterlife devoid of God.

Look how the rich man is pictured. 

FOCAL Luke 16:19  There was a certain rich man, 
which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day:.... 

He was clothed in purple and fine linen. The rich man 
wore the finest of clothes. In the ancient world clothes 
were dyed from things which were found in nature. 
Purple, however, was the most difficult of all dyes to 
find. 

“Tyrian Purple,” the purple dye of the ancients 
mentioned in texts dating back to about 1600 B.C., 
was produced from the mucus of the hypobranchial 
gland of various species of marine mollusks, notably 
Murex. It took some 12,000 shellfish to extract 1.5 
grams of the pure dye. Legend credits its discovery to 
Herakles, or rather to his dog, whose mouth was 
stained purple from chewing on snails along the 
Levantine coast. King Phoenix received a purple-dyed 
robe from Herakles and decreed the rulers of 
Phoenicia should wear this color as a royal symbol" 
from pffc-online.com

Because of it's difficulty in procuring it purple was only 
worn by royalty and the mega-rich. This certain rich 
man was mega-rich. He fared sumptuously, with great  
luxury ( lamprwj pronounced lam-proce') the Lord tells us. 

What great sins did the rich man commit? Was he an 



adulterer? Did he steal his money? Did he murder 
somebody?  No, not at all. Was the rich man cruel to  
Lazarus? No, the Lord doesn't say that.

FOCAL Luke 16:20-21  And there was a certain 
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, 
full of sores,  (21)  And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: 
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

Lazarus - covered with sores - was laid in the gate 
of the rich man. The rich man wasn't cruel to Lazarus. 
He didn't run this homeless man away from his 
doorway. The rich man ignored Lazarus, just like he  
ignored God. His sin was that his relationship with 
money was everything to him. He had no 
relationship with the God Who loved him - his love 
was focused on money.

Jesus often warned of riches. Just prior to telling us 
today's story Jesus said:

CONTEXT Luke 16:13  "No servant can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and Money." NIV used 

here for clarity

He was called "the rich man" because money defined 
his life. God allowed the rich man to have life. He 
allowed the rich man to have his riches. He even gave 
the rich man the ability to earn money. The Bible warns:

1 Timothy 6:17-19  Command those who are rich in 
this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their 
hope in God, who richly provides us with everything 
for our enjoyment.  (18)  Command them to do good, 
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share.  (19)  In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that 
is truly life. 

Riches so often deceive people. Riches and being rich is 
not a sin. But when your riches take your eyes off of 
God, off of a saving relationship with Him through faith 
in Jesus Christ, then these riches pave your way unto 
Hell! If God has given you wealth, praise Him! If God 
has given you riches, thank Him! Enjoy the resources of 
what you have been given, but do good with them. 

Never allow your riches to take the place of your 
relationship with God.   

A rich young man came to Jesus one day asking Him 
how to have eternal life. Jesus told him:

Matthew 19:21-24  .... If thou wilt be perfect, go and 
sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow 
Me.  (22)  But when the young man heard that saying, 
he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 
(23)  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say 
unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven.  (24)  And again I say unto you, It 



is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Jesus told the young man two things: liquify your 
assets, and do good with them (give to the poor) and 
follow Me. The rich man couldn't follow Jesus 
because he was already under the lordship of Money. 
The rich man in today's story was in Hell because 
Money - not God - was his Lord.

Money is like manure: if you pile it up and hoard it, it 
stinks up your life.  It is better to repent and give all that 
you have and all that you are to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and you shall have an abundant life now and eternal life 
forever!

 2. What Is Hell Like? 

ILLUSTRATE People think that when they die, they 
either stay in the grave, or stay with their bodies. Ted 
Williams, the Red Sox Baseball Hall of famer who 
was the last man to bat over .400 in a season, died in 
2002 at the age of 83 years old. In his last will and 
testament he had his head sent to the Alcor Cryonics 
Facility in Arizona. Alcor freezes your head, promising 
to preserve it until the day that science figures out how to 
overcome death. When that happens the head is 
supposed to be somehow reconstituted and Williams will 
be brought back from the dead. The irony of all this is 
that a technician that works for Alcor was caught taking 
swings at the Ted Williams head with a monkey wrench.

Will Ted Williams - or anyone else who has had their 

head frozen - be brought back to life? Look at the 
Scripture. Jesus said:

FOCAL Luke 16:22-24  .... the rich man also died, 
and was buried;  (23)  And in hell he lifted up his eyes 
....

a No time passed from burial to Hell: The rich man 
died and was buried. His body went into a grave. But 
what about his soul? The Lord Jesus said "AND in 
HELL he lifted up his eyes". Note first of all that 
absolutely no time passes from death to Hell. The rich 
man was immediately in Hell. He didn't have to be in 
Hell. He could have been with God in eternity if, instead 
of worshiping his riches, he had come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Bible tells us that:

John 3:16-18  For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
(17)  For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.  (18)  He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.

If you are holding on to this world's riches and refusing 
to come to the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, then you 
are playing Russian Roulette with your life. God sent 
His Son into this world so that the WORLD - that's 
anybody - might be SAVED from Hell. He that 
believes on Jesus Christ is NOT condemned. But he 



that refuses to give himself to Jesus, who refuses to 
have a relationship with God by faith in Christ is  
condemned already. The Lord said:

Mark 8:34-37  And when he had called the people 
unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 
Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.  (35)  For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel's, the same shall save it.  (36)  For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?  (37)  Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?

The greatest possession you own is not your car, your 
house, your bank account. It is your soul. God casts no 
one into Hell. You choose whether you go to Heaven 
or Hell. You choose whether you will follow Jesus or 
follow the rich man. You choose!

b  Those who are in Hell have   no relationship with   
God   whatsoever  . Look again at our text: 

FOCAL Luke 16:24  .... the rich man .... cried and 
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.

People are in Hell because they choose to be in Hell. The 

rich man did not call out to God for relief from the 
torment.

Note that - even in torment - the rich man did not call  
out to God. 

When you spend a lifetime ignoring God's call to 
salvation, ignoring what Jesus Christ did for you on the 
Cross, ignoring even your own impending death - then 
the torment even of Hell cannot burn through the scar 
tissue of your damaged soul. The Bible says 

1 Samuel 20:3  .... [there is] but a step between me 
and death.

and yet the rich man kept putting this out of his mind. 
The Bible says:

Hebrews 9:27-28  And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment:  (28)  So 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.

Everyone dies. "The rich man ALSO died". Death is 
inevitable! Doctors die, bankers die, students die, 
preachers die. Sometimes even little babies drop their  
toys, and wrestle with the cold grip of death. Everyone 
dies. Dear friends, babies who die before the age of 
accountability go to be with the Lord. But once you 
reach the age of accountability the Lord wants you to 
come to Him, believing on the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Savior. It doesn't matter what the world says, nor what 



your friends say. 

Hebrews 13:12-13  Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered 
without the gate.  (13)  Let us go forth therefore unto 
him without the camp, bearing his reproach.

The Lord Jesus Christ went against what the world said, 
shedding His Blood for your salvation and mine. You 
need to stop following the world and peer pressure, 
coming to Jesus Christ by faith "outside the camp", 
while you can. 

If you keep on hardening your hearts against the Lord 
in this life, you will find yourselves in Hell in the next 
life crying out to and blaming others - rather than 
calling on God.

c  Hell is a place of   unending torment  , from which   
there is no reprieve! Again we read:

FOCAL Luke 16:24-26  .... cool my tongue; for I am 
tormented in this flame.  (25)  But Abraham said, 
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst 
thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  (26) 
And beside all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence.

You may not like it, but Jesus was very clear that Hell is 
a place of torment from which there is no reprieve. There 
is a great gulf fixed between Heaven and Hell, and no 
one can cross this gulf to relieve the sufferers of Hell. 
These people are in a fixed and eternal place, for they 
fixed their hearts and refused the Lord Who loved them.

Hell is a place of everlasting fire. 

Matthew 25:41-46  Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels ...

It was not a place that was designed for man, but for the 
devil and his fallen angels. The Lord doesn't want you 
in Hell, but He will not force you into Heaven. Heaven 
wouldn't be Heaven if you were forced there anyway! 
You have a choice, just as God has a choice. 

To get to hell you have to climb over the witness of 
the Scripture, the witness of the Holy Spirit, and the 
witness of the Church. 

The Bible tells us:

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.

God wants everyone to come to repentance. He wants 
whosoever will to be saved. But the choice is yours. God 



chose to die for you. Jesus Christ gave up His life so that 
absolutely no one has to go to Hell. The Bible says:

Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.

1 Timothy 2:3-6  For this [is] good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Saviour;  (4)  Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth.  (5)  For [there is] one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus;  (6)  Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.

No where in this story Jesus told do we see the false 
teachings of reincarnation or purgatory or even a 
second chance. The Lord has given every believer 
second chances, and third chances, and some many 
many more chances than that. Today is the day of 
salvation! 

d  When you go to Hell, or when you go to Heaven - 
you do not go ALONE!  Hell is sensual misery, 
emotional misery, eternal misery, and spiritual misery. 
When the rich man could find no solace for his torment, 
notice what he says:

FOCAL Luke 16:27-28  .... I pray thee therefore, 
father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's 
house:  (28)  For I have five brethren; that he may 

testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.

The rich man remembered his brothers, and wanted 
Lazarus to go and testify to those brothers "lest they 
also come into this place of torment". 

May I say to you, dear friend, that each of you have 
influence over others lives. If you go to Hell, you'll not 
go alone. The rich man realized this and begged 
Abraham to send Lazarus to be a testimony from the 
dead. He thought "Well, if Lazarus goes, they will surely 
hear and come to this place". What did Abraham reply? 
He said:

Luke 16:29-31  Abraham saith unto him, They have 
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.  (30) 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent.  (31)  And 
he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one 
rose from the dead.

Our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead, and walked 
on this earth teaching and preaching for forty days 
before He ascended unto Heaven. The Apostle Paul said:

1 Corinthians 15:3-6  .... Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures;  (4)  And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures:  (5)  And that he was 
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:  (6)  After that, he 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once;...



Over five hundred people saw the Risen Savior. Jesus 
came back from the dead, walked and talked, was 
touched, and ate with over five hundred. Do you know 
what the unbelievers published abroad? The unbelieving 
Jews said "Jesus never really died on that Cross. He 
just swooned, passing out, and His disciples covered it 
up and pretended like He rose from the dead". 

Abraham said "If they will not hear Moses and the 
Prophets (the testimony of the Scripture) they will not 
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead". God 
has left us a witness to salvation in His Scripture. He has 
told us all about Heaven and Hell in this Word of God. 
You will either believe what God has said, or reject His 
Word. But there will be no second chance once you are 
in Hell.

Hell is forever. Hell is your choice. Heaven is forever. 
Heaven is forever. Choose Heaven. Choose the Lord 
Jesus!

We wrestle with life, and wrestle with death. The only 
way to win in the arenas of either life and death is by 
giving yourselves without reserve to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He alone is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He 
alone has both conquered life as well as death. The same 
Jesus Who turned water into wine can transform your 
home, your life, your family, and your future. He is still 
in the miracle-working business, and His business is the 
business of transformation.  

There's an old saying that goes like this: "It's not 

WHAT you know but WHO you know". That is very 
true when it comes to where you will stay forever. Do 
you know the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you believed on 
Him and Him alone for your salvation? If not, today is 
the day you need to be saved!

May God lead you to come to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
be saved!



FOCAL Read Responsively Luke 16:19-23  There 
was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 
(20)  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, full of sores,  (21)  And 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores.  (22)  And it came to pass, that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and 
was buried;  (23)  And in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom.

Matthew 7:13-14; Matthew 13:18, 24, 31, 33

 1. Who Goes To Hell? 

Luke 16:19-21; Luke 16:22; Genesis 11:28; Genesis 
12:1-4; James 2:23; John 8:42-44; John 8:56; 
Proverbs 22:2; Luke 16:22-23; Luke 16:20-21; Luke 
16:13; 1 Timothy 6:17-19; Matthew 19:21-24

Abraham believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and was 
saved. Abraham - though rich - followed the Lord by 
faith in this life, and went to Heaven upon his death. 
The beggar Lazarus also went to Heaven - to 
Abraham's embrace - because he believed in Jesus.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

 2. What Is Hell Like? 

Luke 16:22-24; John 3:16-18; Mark 8:34-37; Luke 
16:24; 1 Samuel 20:3; Hebrews 9:27-28; Hebrews 
13:12-13; Luke 16:24-26; Matthew 25:41-46; 2 Peter 
3:9; Romans 5:8; 1 Timothy 2:3-6; Luke 16:27-28; 
Luke 16:29-31; 1 Corinthians 15:3-6

a No __________ passed from burial to Hell. 

b  Those who are in Hell have __________________
__________ whatsoever. 

c  Hell is a place of                                                , from 
which there is no reprieve! 

d  When you go to Hell, or when you go to Heaven - 
you do not go ____________________!  

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________


