
SERMON TITLE: APPROACHING THE UNAPPROACHABLE GOD
SERMON TEXT: Hebrews 10:19-25


SERMON THESIS: The Almighty God is approachable and accessible through His Son Jesus.

INTRODUCTION: I am not one who seeks to meet famous people, but being a pastor and having tremendous respect for Dr. Billy Graham, I have always wanted to meet him.  I have shaken hands with several persons who have shook the hand of Dr. Graham, but I have yet to meet the man himself,  and with the passing of time, and given the fact that Billy will soon be eighty seven years old,  it is very unlikely that I will ever be able to do so.  The closest I ever came to meeting Dr. Graham, was at a meeting on the campus of Southern Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  I had the opportunity to meet him then, but did not take advantage of the opportunity.  

Evangelist Dr. Billy Graham, was honored at the Southern Baptist Convention which met in Nashville, Tennessee, recently.  His grandson, William Franklin Graham, IV, who himself, is a Southern Baptist pastor, was there to receive the special recognition on his grandfather’s behalf.  During his acceptance speech he said, “Often people come up to me and want to know if they can meet my grandfather. I say to them, ‘no you cannot.’ If you want to meet the father you have to go through the son–not the grandson.”  

Well, I may never have the opportunity to meet Dr. Billy Graham in this life, but I do have access to the most important person in the universe–God the Father, and I have been given access to Him through His Son–Jesus.  The writer of Hebrews tells us how that is possible.

First, we will consider...

I.  OUR MANNER OF APPROACH - Meeting well-known, famous people requires a certain manner of approach.  I found this to be true when working on my D. Min.  Meeting well-known pastors of large churches for an interview required the proper approach.  In most cases, I had to go through someone who knew them well.  While our approach to the Heavenly Father is quite different, there is, however, a proper manner of approach.

The Bible says, “Therefore (pointing back to Jesus’ once and for all sacrifice), brothers, since we have confidence to enter the most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God...” (vv. 19, 20).  I like the way in which Eugene Peterson, paraphrases this verse in The Message.  He writes . . .
“So, friends, we can now—without hesitation—walk right up to God, into ‘the HolyPlace.’ Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of His sacrifice, acting as our priest before God.  The ‘curtain’ into God’s presence is His body.”  Then he writes, “So let’s do it-” (vv. 19, 20).

“Acting as our priest before God,” is the key phrase in this verse.  You see, Jesus is our Mediator.  He is our way to the Father.  Did not John write...

“Jesus said to him, “I am µthe way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6).

Thus, our manner of approach is through...

1. Confident Worship - “The Bible admonishes us to approach God in confident worship.”  Confident worship is exercised both individually and corporately.  

The Bible says, “Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith”(v.22)

Concerning worship of Almighty God, it was the Psalmist who asked these questions...

“Who may µascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn deceitfully” (Psalm 24:3-4).

“Clean hands,” means purity of deeds.“Clean Heart,”  means purity of desire.  Confident worship includes “Clean hands,” and “Clean hearts,” bathed in a spirit of humility.  It was the Psalmist who said...

“Come, let us µworship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker” (Psalm 95:6).

Our manner of approach is confident worship and... 

2.  A Cleansed Life - The writer of Hebrews goes on to say, “...having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water” (v. 22). Now, in order for us to understand this concept, we must understand that the writer of Hebrews “...uses the worship practices of the Old Testament as a picture of Christian life and worship.” For example, there was a certain manner of approach and preparation before the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies to exercise their sacrificial duties.  

“Then µMoses had Aaron and his sons come near and washed them with water” (Lev. 8:6).

The ministering priest was washed with water.  There was a cleansing process that took place before the priest could approach the Holy God.  In the New Testament, we come to understand the teaching of the Priesthood of believers.  Thus, the ordinance of baptism becomes symbolic of cleansing and dedication for service. One commentator coined this symbolism in these terms, when he wrote, “Having their ‘hearts sprinkled’ and their bodies ‘washed’ is a parallelism such as we have throughout the Bible, showing that both the inward cleansing (heart) and the outward washing of the body must take place in valid Christian baptism.  Only full immersion can be called ‘having our body washed.’”  

Not only do we discover in this passage our manner of approach, we see, secondly...

II.  OUR MEANS OF APPEAL - Getting an audience with a well-known political leader, a famous person, etc., calls for a certain appeal. If we go through someone who knows them well or someone who has readily access to them, we appeal to them on the grounds of the relationship they have with the person we want to meet.  It may be their friendship with the person in question.  He may be on the basis of their business relationship, etc.  Thus our means of appeal in gaining an audience into the throne room of God, is similar.  The writer of Hebrews wrote...

“Let us hold fast the µconfession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23).

What is our means of appeal, we have here?

1.  Our appeal is made on the basis of God’s promises to us...

“My little children, I am µwriting these things to you so that you may not sin And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (I John 2:1).

In The Message, Peterson says it like this, “Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going.”  

2.  Our appeal is made on the basis of His trustworthiness...

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and µdo not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Again, in the words of Peterson, “He (God) always keeps His word.”  Likewise, it was the Psalmist who said, “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).

Thus far, we have considered, based on this passage, our manner of approach, our means of appeal, and now for our encouragement, we will consider...

III. OUR MOTIVATION OF ONE ANOTHER - Our motivating of one another, in keeping ourselves in close proximity to the Father, is found in this verse...

“Not forsaking our own µassembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25).

1. Christians motivate and encourage one another through good deeds.  The Apostle Paul wrote...

“Be µdevoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor” (Romans 12:10).

2. Corporate worship is a means of gaining strength and motivation from other believers. The writer of Hebrews said, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more when you see the day approaching”(v. 25).

Note: The imminent return of Christ is a most practical truth and a spur to holy living. One writer said, “The coming day of judgment upon evil and of reward for good is cause for continued personal faithfulness as well as of encouraging others to be faithful.”

“Therefore comfort one another with these words” (I Thess. 4:18).

CONCLUSION: Are you making every effort to draw near to God?  Drawing near to God, is essential in persevering in the Christian faith.  The opposite of drawing near to God, is drifting away from God.  Thus the writer of Hebrews warns...

“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that µwe do not drift away from it” (Hebrews 2:1).

“For if we go on µsinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (Hebrews 10:26).

God is approachable.  In the words of Peterson, “So let’s just do it!”

For more information on how to meet God, through His Son, Jesus, go to www.afterthis.org.
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