
SERMON TITLE: THE POTTER AND THE CLAY
SERMON TEXT: Jeremiah 18:1-2

SERMON THESIS: God is both patient and loving toward His children and offers them a new beginning–a fresh start.

INTRODUCTION: Are you at a place in your life where you would like to have a new beginning–a fresh start?  Have you ever sighed, “If only I could start over, I would do things different?”  Well, we cannot start over, but we can have a new beginning and a fresh start. That is the essence of the message found in the parable of the Potter and The Clay.  

In the exposition of this passage, I want to give you three biblical principles, followed by a question after each principle.  In answering the questions, we will be able to make application of this passage to our individual lives on how to have a new beginning and a fresh start.  The first principle is this . . .

I.  GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER HIS CREATION.

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD saying, ‘Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will announce My words to you.’ Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something on the wheel” (Jeremiah 18:1-3).

1.  The Question: What did Jeremiah see at the potter’s house as his work at the wheel related to the sovereignty of God?

2.  The Answer:  He saw that the potter had a purpose in shaping the clay.  God had a purpose for his chosen people, Israel.  

3.  The Application: Like the clay in the potter’s hands, God has a purpose for each of our lives.  

It is on the wheel that our lives are shaped, and reshaped, for God’s kingdom work.  It is on the wheel of life’s circumstances that God builds character in our lives.  Thus we are shaped for the Master Potter’s use.

“But we have this treasure in µearthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves” (2 Corinthians 4:7).

“For I know the µplans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).


Are you willing to say in the words of this great old hymn, “Have Thine own way-Lord, have Thine own way.  Thy art the Potter, I am the clay.  Mold me and make we after Thy will, while I am waiting yielded and still?”

The second principle is this . . .

II.  MAN IS SINFUL AND MUST SUBMIT TO THE SOVEREIGN LORD.

1. The Question: What did Jeremiah see at the potter’s house in light of the sinfulness of man and his  need to submit to the sovereign God?  

“But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make” (Jeremiah 18:4).

2.  The Answer: He saw that there is ever the possibility of preventing the potter’s purpose.  Israel had prevented God’s purpose from being fulfilled in her life.  She has become a “stiffed neck people.”  The Sovereign God had chosen Israel to be the“light of the nations,” but their light was all but shining.  Like the clay, in the potter’s hand, they had become flawed. The Bible says . . .

“Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares the LORD. "Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; if that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it. Or at another moment I might speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; if it does evil in My sight by not obeying My voice, then I will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it” (Jeremiah 18:5-10).

3.  The Application: We can prevent God’s purpose from being fulfilled in our lives.  I believe this is true not only of the individual, but of the church as well.  

“God is sovereign, but He works with free men,” This writer goes on to say, “Man is free, but only to choose the response he will make to God.”

In order for our lives to be shaped for God’s divine purpose, like the clay, we must remain pliable in the Potter’s hands.  That is to say, we must submit, and not resist.  Our attitude must be the attitude expressed in this hymn, “All to Jesus I surrender–I surrender all.”

Now for the third and final principle . . .

III. MAN IS STUBBORN AND MUST REPENT OR SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES.

1.  The Question: What did Jeremiah learn even in spite of Judah’s stubbornness as he observed the potter working at the wheel?

2.  The Answer: He learned something of the patience, perseverance, and longsuffering of the potter.

“If that nation against which I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it.” “...So now then, speak to the men of Judah and against the inhabitants of Jerusalem saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Behold, I am fashioning calamity against you and devising a plan against you Oh turn back, each of you from his evil way, and reform your ways and your deeds’” (Jeremiah 18:8, 11)

In verse 11, the door is left open, but the people refuse to enter . . .

“But µthey will say, ‘It's hopeless! For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart’” (Jeremiah 18:12).

3. The Application: What is the lesson to be learned here for us? “God offered Israel–and He offers us a new beginning, a fresh start.” -The Broadman Bible Commentary.

However, this new beginning–this new start is conditional.  What are the conditions?

“...And My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (II Chronicles 7:14).

“We, as the Israelites, have only to turn (shub),” this writer goes on to state, to Him  in patience, and obedience.  This was the gospel for Jeremiah.

CONCLUSION: Are you ready for a new beginning–a fresh start?  For you. lost person, that means turning to Jesus, in faith and repentance.  For the believer that means turning to Him in obedience and full surrender.  WILL YOU DO IT?
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