




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: WHEN DOUBTS ASSAIL YOU

SERMON TEXT: “...Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Matthew 11:3).
INTRODUCTION: Are you a doubting person?  I often hear people say, when dealing with certain issues of life, “Well, I do have my doubts.”  If we were honest with ourselves, we would have to admit that all of us doubt at times.  We make a critical decision and begin to doubt if we have made the right decision.  Under given circumstances, a believer may even doubt their salvation.  Needless to say, doubting, like fear, is a real emotion.  According to Webster, doubting means, “ ...to be unsettled in opinion or belief; be uncertain or undecided ...to be inclined to disbelief ...lack of conviction ... feeling of uncertainty.” Haven’t we all been there?  Even  John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, as we will see in this message, had his doubtful moments.  Therefore, since doubting is such an important issue for Christians, and even blocks our prayer life, according to James, who wrote, in the context of asking for wisdom, “But let him ask in faith without doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6), it is an issue in the believer’s life with which we must deal.  

First, doubts may assail us as a result of...

I.  A DELAYED DELIVERANCE - “Delay is not denial,” as someone has written, would have offered little encouragement for John the Baptist, I am sure, as he was thrown into prison for preaching his convictions.  Prison, especially for the innocent, would be a horrible experience for any man, but it must have been an agonizing experience

for John; a free spirited man, who had never lived in a house and was accustomed to living in the great outdoors. A man who lived off the land.  Now as a prisoner, however, the forerunner of Christ, in the words of one writer, “ ...expected deliverance but instead was delivered up to Herod.  He looked for the coming One, but Jesus’ coming had not brought what Israel expected,” as foretold in Scripture...

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the LORD” (Psalm 118:26).
“A Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,” declares the LORD” (Isaiah 59:20).
Experiencing a delayed deliverance, as Scripture indicates, doubts began to attack his mind.  His doubts, “grew chiefly,” in the words of one writer, “on the fact that Christ did not fulfill either the hope of the Messiah as nationalistically interpreted, or the picture that John himself had drawn.”  After all, John had preached that the axe would be laid at the foot of the tree, and that the Messiah would come as a  consuming fire.  However, this had not happened and in a short while John, while wasting away in prison, would soon, literally, lose his head.  

As witnessed in the life and experience of John the Baptist, a delayed deliverance, such as an unanswered prayer for a sick loved one to be healed, an unmet need that we have asked God for, a financial crisis from which we have not been delivered, etc., by the God in whom we trust, on the 

part of any of us might cause us to doubt, as in the case of John.  

Understand where our doubts come from, and why God does not come to our rescue on demand, may help us in our faith. There are two sources of doubt that we will briefly consider:  

1. Doubts assail us as a result of unrealistic expectations.  It would seem that John had unrealistic expectations.  He expected Jesus to deliver him on his time table. When Jesus did not come to his rescue, he was disappointed and began to doubt. This is what unrealistic expectations do for us.  They set us up for disappointment and doubt. What we must learn, however, is that we cannot put God in a box.  His ways are not our ways.  Therefore, instead of doubt, we must learn to trust God, believing that in His time, He will deliver us.

2. Doubts assail us when we are lacking in understanding. John was lacking in understanding and interpretation of Jesus as deliverer. Someone wrote, “John had a better eye for judgment than for the quiet dawn of good will.  To him God was judge rather than Father. So when Christ did not meet his expectations, John began to doubt.” And so it is with us. What we need to understand, however, that is in God’s economy, He has a higher purpose in mind when our deliverance is delayed.  You see, my friends, it is not about us.  It is about God and His divine purposes.  Understanding this will keep us from doubt and disappointment.

Second, when doubts assail us, we must...

II. DEAL WITH YOUR DOUBTS. We learn from Scripture, and from the experiences of men and women in Scripture, how they dealt with their doubts.  Here are some examples...  

It was Martha, who said to Jesus, in the death of her brother, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died” (John 11:21). Behind this statement of Martha, you can almost hear the Why question.  Why did you not come when I expected you?  Remember, again, our Lord uses delays for higher purposes. Then there are the Emmaus disciples returning home to their little village following Jesus’ crucifixion in Jerusalem, when joined by a stranger.  Expressing their doubts and disappointment, they said, “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.  Indeed beside all this, it is the third day since these things happened” (Luke 24:21). They were honestly dealing with their doubts.  It was Mary, in the garden, after the death of Jesus, who said to the angels, “ ...they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him” (John 20:13). What about doubting Thomas? It was he who said, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of nails, and put my finger in the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25). These are examples of biblical characters who, like John, dealt with their doubts. Thus, the question, when doubts assail us, How should we deal with them?
1.  Dare to ask God the hard questions. This is what John the Baptist did. The Bible says...

“When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities. Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” (Matthew 11:1-3).
We should never be afraid to ask Jesus the hard questions during moments of doubting.  After all, He is big enough to handle our questions. Like the man in Scripture, say to God, “I believe, but help me in my unbelief.”  That, my friends, is honest dealing with our doubts. “Is this the Christ?” asked by John, is the question with which every person must grapple.  If He is not, then we must look for another.  If He is not the Christ, then we must look for another, because without Him there is no means of salvation...

“And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
There was no doubt in Peter’s mind in his response to Jesus’ question, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13), when He replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Dare to ask the hard questions in confronting your doubts.  

2. See what God is Doing. In response to John’s inquiry on the part of his disciples, Jesus replied ...

“Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. “And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me” (Matthew 11:4-6).

Rather than listening to what Jesus was saying (things John did not full understand), Jesus called his attention to what He was doing. The choir sometimes sings, “Look what God is doing all across the land...”  When doubts assail us we are to look at what God is doing all across the land. See what He is doing in the remotest parts of the earth through His missionaries.  Look at what He is doing in individual’s lives.  See what God is doing in His church.

3.  Wait for His Deliverance. It just may not be that we will be delivered in this life. That person we love may die even thought we have prayed for healing. That new job may not materialize even thought we have named it and claimed it.  John was not delivered from prison, nor was he delivered from death, but I can assure you that he was ultimately delivered.  Hear what Jesus said about his servant John...

“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he” (Matthew 11:11).

God had a higher purpose for his servant John. What about the saints about whom the writer of Hebrews writes?...

“And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:32-40).
Some were delivered in this life, others were not. Whatever the case may be, wait for His deliverance. This is an appropriate way in dealing with your doubts.

4. Remember - “Delay is not Denial.” Remember Romans 8:28...

Honest doubts will lead you to...

III.  A DAWNING FAITH.  A dawning faith was described in Scripture by the blind man whom Jesus healed.  He said, “I see men as trees walking.”  Honest doubt, like the blind man regaining his sight, can lead you to faith.  Doubt that dares to ask the hard questions, will always lead to a dawning faith.  Like the little boy who wondered where the sun came from, one day it dawned on him.  It was the inquiry of John, who dared to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” a question that sprang from a dawning faith.

CONCLUSION: Lost person, are you struggling with doubts about who Jesus is?  If so, will you take that step of faith and discover that Jesus is the Messiah.  The One who can save you from your sins.  
