




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SERMON TITLE: WHY THE STORMS?

SERMON TEXT: “He brings the clouds to punish men, or to water His earth, and show His love” Job 37:13
SERMON THESIS: Praise is the appropriate response to suffering.
INTRODUCTION: Why the storms?  Tony Merida, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Kenner, New Orleans, stood before his congregation in their temporary meeting place across from the airport, following Hurricane Katrina, and said, “It feels like Christmas!”  He went on to say, “Today, we begin a new sermon series, ‘Life After the Storm,’ from the book of Job.” You see, Pastor Tony and his congregation had just gone through a storm, and now on the other side of the storm, he was reassuring his congregation that there is, in fact, life after the storm.  

Concerning literal storms, and storms of life, you have, perhaps, heard it said, “You are in a storm, getting ready to go through a storm,” or as in the case of First Baptist Church of Kenner, New Orleans, “You have just come out of a storm.”

In the Old Testament book of Job, we read about a man who experienced all three levels of a storm in his life.  In  the opening verses of the book about him, he was getting ready to go through a storm, then he finds himself in the midst of a  storm, and in the concluding chapters; finding himself coming out of the storm, he discovers for himself that there is life after the storm.

Since we, as a church, are in somewhat of a storm, I believe it will benefit us greatly to ask, Why The Storms?  In an attempt to answer this question, based on Job 37:13, and using portions of Pastor Tony’s sermon outline, we see, first, that storms of life come...

I.  TO TEACH US.  Storms teaches us three things:

1. To tremble at God’s power. Nature’s wrath is often released and allowed to reveal God’s power. God has created His universe in such a way that a certain amount of freedom is built in.  It was Elihu, one of Job’s so-called friends, who was right in saying...  

“Its noise declares His presence; the cattle also, concerning what is coming up” (Job 36:33).
“Under the whole heaven He lets it loose, and His lightning to the ends of the earth. After it, a voice roars; He thunders with His majestic voice, and He does not restrain the lightnings when His voice is heard. God thunders with His voice wondrously, doing great things which we cannot comprehend” (Job 37:3-5).
Storms teach us to tremble at God’s power.  A revelation of God’s power has been reveled in the devastation left in the wake of the two recent hurricanes–Katrina and Rita. 
2.  To recognize God’s purpose.  In everything that God allows, or permits to occur, as a result of storms is for His divine purpose.  While storms do come, order is maintained in the universe. It is often in the aftermath of the storm that we understand God’s purpose.  However, God does not always reveal His purpose to us in this life.  Nevertheless, we are to look for God’s purpose in the storm and learn the lessons that He may be trying to teach us.

3. To submit to God’s prerogative. It is God’s divine prerogative to send storms and we must submit (order ourselves under) His diving prerogative. If we believe Scripture, we must believe, that everything that happens to the believer is for his/her good and for His glory.

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
Storms teach us to submit to God’s prerogative.  Since God arranges our circumstance for our good, we must readily submit to His divine prerogative.

Nor only do storms teach us, storms are allowed...

II. TO TEST US.  Here are three possible purposes in storms:

1.  For correction of the believer - In the book of Job, we read once again, “He brings clouds to punish men...” (v. 13).  Other teachings of Scripture are consistent with this truth...

“For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living thing that I have made” (Genesis 7:4).
“Now the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that hail may fall on all the land of Egypt, on man and on beast and on every plant of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the land of Egypt” (Ex. 9:22-23).
“Is it not the wheat harvest today? I will call to the LORD, that He may send thunder and rain. Then you will know and see that your wickedness is great which you have done in the sight of the LORD by asking for yourselves a king” (I Sam. 12:17).
Speaking of correction of the believer, it was the writer of Hebrews who wrote...

“FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons” (Hebrews 12:6-8).
Storms are allowed to test us to see whether or not we will submit to God’s correction, i.e., God’s discipline.

2.  For the good of the land - Verse 13, goes on to reveal that God, “ ...brings the clouds ...to water the earth.”  

“He gives rain on the earth and sends water on the fields” (Job 5:10).
“For by these He judges peoples; He gives food in abundance” (Job 36:31)
“To satisfy the waste and desolate land and to make the seeds of grass to sprout?” (Job 38:27).
God’s purpose in storms is for the good of the land.  Sometimes lightening starts forest fires.  As a result, the forest is cleansed for greater growth.

3.  For the display of God’s mercy - Verse 13, continues, God, “ ...brings the clouds ...(to) show His love.”  It is in the storm that God rescues, restores, and releases His children.  What a moving experience it was to watch the rescue helicopters and the rescue teams risking their lives to rescue victims from the jaws of death at the risk of their lives.  It was on a mission of mercy that God, sent His Son, to rescue us from sin’s devastation.  Ultimately, He rescued Job from his suffering and restored him in every area of his life.  What we see in the life of Job, is a display of God’s mercy following the storm in his life.

The purposes of storms are for the correction of the believer, for the good of the land, and for the display of God’s mercy.

“C. S. Lewis said suffering is often God’s megaphone.”  Our response to suffering is praise.  This is what Job did.

Finally storms are allowed...

III.  TO TELL US.  To tell us how we shall live.

1.  Be flexible - In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, Pastor Tony said to his people, “If  you don’t like change, you’re here at a bad time.  People are relocating, some ministries are ending and some beginning.  We must be flexible.” When on mission to other countries, one thing we try to communicate with the mission team members is to Be Flexible.
Here at Greenwood, we are presently undergoing a lot of change. People have relocated, others have left the church for various reasons, and a new ministry has been started across town.  Thus, I can say with Pastor Tony, “If you don’t like change, you’re here at a bad time.”  

Storms tell us how to be flexible.  How flexible are you?

2.  Be encouraging - Storms tell us how to be encouraging.  All of us need a word of encouragement at times, but especially during the storms of life.  Discouragement is a choice.  We choose to be discouraged.  Encouragement, likewise, is a choice, we can choose to encourage others.  Job’s three friends were not encouragers.  We certainly do not want to follow their examples.

 3.  Be of service - Storms tell us how to be of service. A team of five men, including myself, will be leaving this afternoon on our way to Gulfport, Mississippi, to help the First Baptist Church with hurricane disaster relief.  Across this land and country, there has been an outpouring of aid to victims of both hurricane Katrina and Rita.  

Storms tell us how we shall live.

CONCLUSION: Why The Storms?  Hopefully, I have answered this question for you from a biblical perspective.  Thus, when the storms come, and they will come, you will be prepared to make the appropriate response.  As you have, perhaps, heard, “It is not what happens to you that is important, but rather how you respond to what is happening to you.” So remember this-When facing a storm, when in the midst of a storm, or when coming out of a storm, you will remember to praise God.  This is the appropriate response, knowing that He is with you all the way.

